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Boat Show, which closes today. 
See 1B, SunSentinel.com/boatshow 
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Spring Bre 


After increase in arrests this year, Fort Lauderdale 


crackdown brewing 


travel to Fort Lauderdale, with a 


at the beach bears that out, show- 


duct, drug use, disorderly intoxi- 


considers law to limit crowds, coolers on beach 


By BRITTANY WALLMAN AND JOHN MAINES | Staff writers 


IfFort Lauderdale Spring Break 
2018 were a movie, it might be 
called “Where the Cops Are.” 

The city is brewing plans for a 
crackdown next March, one that 
could see bans on beach coolers, 


limits on the size of crowds on the 
sands, and a zero-tolerance ap- 
proach to drinking alcohol on the 
beach. 

The city intends to contact the 
big colleges, whose students often 


warning: “Your students are wel- 
come here, and here’s the rules,” 
City Manager Lee Feldman said, 
“but we prefer to send them back 
without a police record.” 

Beach hoteliers and city police 
officials say this year’s Spring 
Break was larger and rowdier than 
in years past. 

A South Florida Sun Sentinel 
review of arrest and incident data 


ing an increase in police activity in 
March on the barrier island, and 
particularly along the central 
beach from Las Olas Boulevard 
north. 

The 131 police calls in March for 
incidents along the central beach’s 
State Road AIA represented a 72 
percent increase over two years 
ago, the Sun Sentinel found. Police 
were called about disorderly con- 


cation, battery and other crimes. 
Citywide, police calls were up 
only 1 percent in the same time 
period. 

Of those 131 calls to police, 43 
led to arrests, an increase of 87 
percent over two years ago. 

It’s been 57 years since “Where 
the Boys Are” — a film about four 


See BEACH, 18A 


‘T have no fear’ 


After storms, 


South Florida mother loses baby, arms, legs ... and fights on 


na Saturday evening in March, Kayleigh 
O Ferguson-Walker was six months pregnant 
with her second child when she suddenly felt 
her world begin to fall apart from the inside out. 
Astunningly quick chain of events led the healthy 
young working mom to a rare case of quadruple am- 
putation; she had developed sepsis. She lost her baby 
to the same condition. 
Her doctor: “So many nights I didn’t think she 
would make it.” 
Her family: “We were hoping and praying that 
things would turn around. But reality set in.” 
Kayleigh: “I am going to find a way. I may take long- 
er than the next person, but I will find a way.” 
Her story, and how her pregnancy led her to the 
brink of death and a new reality, page 19A. 


Kayleigh Ferguson-Walker, her husband, Ramon, and 

family attended a welcome-back ceremony for her Sept. 
2 at Praise Tabernacle International in Plantation. Fergu- 
son-Walker lost her limbs and her unborn child to sepsis. 


Tax cuts on fast track in House 


Republicans see an opportunity to sal- 
vage their legislative agenda. 3A 


Russian influence in Mideast growing 


Russian President Vladimir Putin is seizing the 
reins of diplomacy in the Middle East. 10A 


island ports 
set for ships 


Cruise industry bouncing back with 
luxury liners, splashy new terminals 


By ARLENE SATCHELL | Staff writer 


It’s time for South Florida’s annual peak cruise 
season, and passengers are about to be greeted with 
“smart” ships that offer high-tech concierge serv- 
ices, digital avatar sailing companions, and ultra- 
luxury voyages with butler service. 

Those and other perks await cruisers departing 
from Port Everglades and PortMiami aboard select 
ships, some from newly refurbished terminals. And 
yes, they will be traveling to the Caribbean, a region 
that industry executives are eager to advertise as 
being open for business despite a hurricane season 
that knocked out a number of ports. 

Some of the hardest-hit destinations, they say, are 
starting to receive cruise ships again, or soon will. 

Nearly 90 percent of the Caribbean’s ports are 
open for business, according to the Florida-Caribbe- 
an Cruise Association, which says that nearly 100 


See CRUISE, 18A 


Pompano frat pledge 
found dead near FSU 


20-year-old was at off-campus party 


By RYAN VAN VELZER | Staff writer 


A 20-year-old fraternity pledge from Pompano 
Beach was found dead Friday morning at a Tallahassee 
house near Florida State University. 

Andrew Coffey, a civil engineering student, had 
been trying to become a full member of the FSU 
chapter of Pi Kappa Phi. The fraternity’s national office 
suspended the FSU chapter’s operations following 
Coffey’s death, said Todd Shelton, a spokesman for Pi 
Kappa Phi. 

No cause of death was immediately available. Au- 
thorities found Coffey unresponsive at about 10:23 a.m. 
at a house on Buena Vista Drive off High Road about a 
mile from campus, Tallahassee police said. He died on 
the scene, police said. The police said Saturday night 
that no further information was available. 

Neighbors said there had been a party at the house 
Thursday night, according to the Tallahassee Democ- 


See PLEDGE, 18A 
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